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Common European heritage
the survey results
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THE RESEARCH PROBLEM

According to students from Bulgaria, Estonia,
France, Germany, ltaly, Lithuania, Poland,
Portugal, Spain what is common European
heritage?
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. What s the relationship between regional and European heritage?
2. How do international organizations affect European heritage?

3. Which parts of culture represent European heritage?

4. What is the relationship between religion and European heritage?

5. What are the challenges facing the European heritage?

TRANSFORM
n LEUROPE




SURVEY INFORMATION

 Respondents: students from Bulgaria,
Estonia, France, Germany, Italy,
Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, Spain

* Sample size: 209
* Time: 24.09.2024-13.10.2024




THE SAMPLE CHARACTERISTIC
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Respondents by age

1,4%\2,4%

B female

B male

B non-binary

m | prefer not to
say

N=209




Respondents by the level of study programme

| first-cycle studies

m second-cycle
studies

® long-cycle studies

» PhD studies

N=209




Respondents by the country of studying

35,0%

32,5%

20,1%
16,3%
12,9%
7,2%
i B = <
]

Bulgaria ltaly Poland Lithuania Estonia Portugal Germany  Spain France




SUMMARY OF RESULTS
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ASSOCIATIONS WITH THE CULTURAL HERITAGE
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Question 1: Which of the following words are most

associated with the cultural heritage?

M Cultural and natural sights
W Language

®m Architecture

~ Music

B Common values

m Religion

B Democracy

B Forms of governance

MW Inne




Question 2: Do you think a common European heritage
exists?

B Yes
® No

™ | have no opinion
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Question 3: How essential are the elements indicated below for European cultural
heritage?

129
123 123

121

93

i 27 28 1N I, N )¢

14 ,
7 |12 9 10 10 11
CULTURAL SIGHTS NATURAL SIGHTS HUMAN RIGHTS DEMOCRACY ART AND MUSIC RELIGION COLLECTIVE MEMORY FREEDOM OF
OF HISTORICAL EVENTS MOVEMENT
® very unimportant m somewhat unimportant w neutral somewhat important ® very important




Question 4: Which words do you associate with European heritage?
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S

Group 1: @

* History (54)

e Museum (6) Group 2:

e Antiquity (3) * Values (10)

e Wars (3) * Freedom (20)

e Roman Empire (2) * Tradition (12)

* King, knights, Holocaust, thievery and destruction (1) * Diversity (12)
* Unity (9)
 Peace (5)

« Community (4)
* Progress (2)

* National identity, brotherhood, welfare, belonging,

commmonwealth (1)
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Group 3: Group 4:

* Culture (36) * Religion (12)

e Art(32) e Christianity (9)

* Architecture (29) * Beliefs (4)

 Language (8)  (Catholicism, cathedrals, cementeries (1)
 Music (8)

* Painting (4)

* Philosopy (4)

* Science (4)

e Literature (3)

e Latin alphabet, poetry (1)
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HISTORICAL FIGURES, PLACES AND EVENTS ASSOCIATED
WITH THE CULTURAL HERITAGE
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QUESTION 5: NAME AT LEAST THREE HISTORICAL FIGURES THAT

YOU ASSOCIATE WITH EUROPEAN HERITAGE.

Name Mentions European Region (North,
West, East, South)

1. Napoleon 59 W

2. Leonardo Da Vinci 40 S

3. Marie Curie 29 W, E

4. Caesar 18 S

4. Charlemagne 18 W, S

5. Robert Schuman 13 W

5. Michelangelo 13 S

5. Martin Luther 13 W

5. Shakespeare 13 N

5. Adolf Hitler 13 W

.--> Bias for historical figures from Western and Southern Europe
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QUESTION 6: NAME AT LEAST THREE HERITAGE SIGHTS THAT
YOU ASSOCIATE WITH EUROPEAN HERITAGE.

malbork _castle
florence alhambra thracian_tomb

-2l colosseum s

warsaw  pisa_tower parthenon

iy abber 6 Iccropolls notre dc:med amil
cluny_abbey russels saarada familia
st_peter's_cathedral OtTens ber“n WG” g

ouvre

forum_romanum versql | IeS
auschwitz santa_maria_del_fiore ~ Poyana_church

Stonhenge paris st_anne_church
trakai_castle

european_parliament yatican sevilla_cathedral

vienna - - .
t ter 1 tower _bridge
wavel castle rome st_peter s_basilica g

varna_necropolis
brandenburger_gate mediterranean_sea . , p
hermitage biatowieza_forest

alps  sistine_chapel

~ cologne_cathedral

POIESE pantheon

Wordcloud of European Heritage sights (excluded are sights, that were mentioned once)
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MOST POPULAR SIGHTS:
Colosseum, Rome, IT (78)
Eiffel Tower, Paris, FR (41)
Acropolis, Athens, GR (27)
Berlin Wall, DE (21)

Palace of Versailles', FR (20)
Notre Dame de Paris, FR (20)
Stonehenge, GB (16)

Musée du Louvre, FR (16)
Sagrada Familia, Barcelona, ES (16)
Vatican City, IT (14)




QUESTION 6: NAME AT LEAST THREE HERITAGE SIGHTS THAT
YOU ASSOCIATE WITH EUROPEAN HERITAGE.

No. of countries in Europe: 44
No. of European countries mentioned: 25

From which NON-EU countries: 7
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ITALY

FRAMNCE
GERMAMNY
GREECE
GREAT BRITAIN
POLAND

SPAIN
BULGARIA
LITHUANIA
BELGIUM
AUSTRIA
CZECH REPUPLIC
HUNGARY
NETHERLANDS
RUSSIA
ESTOMNIA
UKRAINE
TURKEY
BOSNIA HERZEGOVINA
ROMANIA
LATVIA
DENMARK
SLOVAKIA
SWITZERLAND
MACEDONIA
OTHER

B Overall No. of heritage sight mentions per country
Mo. of different heritage sights mentioned per country

Mo. of students participating in the questionnaire

(-
i
(-

100 150

200



QUESTION 7: NAME AT LEAST ONE HISTORICAL EVENT THAT
YOU THINK SHAPED EUROPEAN HISTORY.

Historical Events Shaping European History (Excluding Events with < 5 Mentions)

World War i

Waorld War |

French Rewvalution
Formation of the Eurcpean Union
Fall of the Roman Empire

Fall of the Eerlin Wall

Industnal Revolution
Holocaust
Colonialism

Crusades

0 20 a0 &0 80
Mumber of Mentions
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Breakdown by figure / event

Figures (221) Events (211) DK / N/a (10) Total (541)




Religious figures Other

Revolutionary/activi

m Governer / politician
» Ruler
Science/culture/academia

m Revolutionary/activist

Science/culture/academia m Religious figures
68
21%

m Other




B Independence/ unification war /
major uprising
m WW1/2 /Balkan wars

= Cold War period

m Period of
slavery/occupation/colonial

B Ancient/Medieval

M Transition to democracy/new
constitution

m EU/NATO - related

m Other

EU/NATO - related

8
Transitionto 49

democracy/new
constitution

Other

Ancient/Me
38
18%

Period of
slavery/occupation/co
26

Independence/

ification war / major

uprising
24%

/Balkan wars
47
22%




Governer / politician

m Governer / politician

Religious fi ® Ruler
33

= Science/culture/academia
m Revolutionary/activist
m Religious figures

m Other

Science/culture/academia
9




B Independence/ unification war / EU/NATO - related
Mmajor uprising
m WW1/2 /Other wars

- Cold War period
m Period of
slavery/occupation/colonial

B Ancient/Medieval

B EU/NATO - related

/Other wars
m Other 39
21%

Period of
slavery/occupati




Other Governer / politician

m Governer / politician
m Ruler

Science/culture/academia

B Revolutionary/activist

: . m Religious figures
Revolutionary/activist

49 B Other
22%




EU/NATO - relatedOther

B Independence/ unification war
/ major uprising

m WW1/2 /Other wars

~ Cold War period

m Period of

slavery/occupation/colonial

. . ars
B Ancient/Medieval

B EU/NATO - related

Perio

m Other slavery/occupatio
9

4%



INSTITUTIONS SIGNIFICANT FOR THE CULTURAL HERITAGE
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| All religion professed in EU

~ No religion
9 Included some




Frequency of answers

Christianity, paganism and islam were the only religions selected as a single answer — interesting to note that nobody

said atheism only.

Buddhism 12

Paganism

Judaism

Christianity

Atheism




M positive
.| negatvie
B both

no answer
no impact




Crossing data: trends and patterns

* The majority of ‘positive impact’ answers come from Eastern European countries and
Baltic countries (and only a few from ltaly and Germany)

* The majority of 'negative impact’ answers come from female and non-binary people
answering, and they are geographically heterogeneous

 Among the answers that consider Christianity (the most selected option) part of the EU

common heritage, 152/189 (80,5%) claim that religion has either a negative or both a
positive and negative impact

Subtitle for the graph...
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RELIGION AND THE EUROPEAN CULTURAL HERITAGE
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Having regular and free democratic elections

Having a strong emphasis on free speech

Being part of the European Union

Being part of the Eurozone

Having a political system where the parliament is the most vital
Institution

Having two or more official languages

Being a Catholic country

| have no opinion




Radical left Populistic Radical right Right-wing  Left-wing political Center-right  Centrist political Center-left
political parties  political forces political parties political parties parties political parties parties (liberals) political parties
(Communist and ("Catch all" (Neo-fascist) (Conservatives) (Democratic (Christian (Social
neo-communist) political parties socialist parties) = Democrats) democrats)
that don't have
substantial
iIdeological
aspects)

| have no opinion




Question 16 — How do international organizations like UNESCO affect
European heritage?

Preserve culhural sites

Promote cultural awareness

Provide founding for heritage projects
Influence heritage policies

Stay in conflict with European heritage
Other

Freserye culsural Prommote culbaral Proasde foonding Influeroe herfage Stay im confict
ni b, AETArEriEyy for herttage e [ with European
projects haritaga

BEariatl BEGiics & B Eaviat =




© stay neutral m do not influence at all m | don't know ®m influence strongly ®m influence moderately

41% (85 people)

24% (51 people)
21% (43 people) l
o o) 8% (17 people)
6% (13 people '.

1




OPINIONS ON THE EUROPEAN CULTURAL HERITAGE
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Question 18: How much do you agree with the following statements?

REGIONAL AND EUROPEAN HERITAGE ARE REGIONAL HERITAGE HAS A SIGNIFICANT GLOBALISATION HAS A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT IS A FORCE FOR THE
CLOSELY CONNECTED IMPACT ON EUROPEAN HERITAGE ON (RE)DEFINING EUROPEAN HERITAGE GOOD OF LOCAL CULTURES AND HERITAGE IN
MY COUNTRY

m strongly disagree  m disagree  m neither agree or disagree agree  mstrongly agree




Question 19: How much do you agree with the following statements?

| PROUDLY IDENTIFY WITH THE TRADITIONS AND THE HISTORY | AM PROUD TO BELONG TO MY NATION | AM PROUD TO BE EUROPEAN
OF THE REGION | GREW UP IN

m strongly disagree = m disagree  m neither agree or disagree agree  mstrongly agree
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