
Transform4Europe Student Photovoice Session
at the 18th CEE Forum of Young Legal, Political and Social Theorists
Reconstructing Justice in a Changing World

3–4 September 2026 | Katowice, Poland

Call for Students from Transform4Europe Universities

As part of the 18th CEE Forum, we are pleased to announce a dedicated Student Photovoice Session, exclusively for students of universities belonging to the Transform4Europe (T4EU) Alliance.

This special session aims to create a space for student-led, visually grounded reflection on justice, inequality, and social transformation in contemporary Europe.

What is Photovoice?

Ultimately photography is about who you are. It’s the truth in relation to yourself. And seeking truth becomes a habit (Leonard Freed). 

Photovoice is a participatory research method that uses photography to document social realities, highlight lived experiences, and empower communities — particularly those whose voices and perspectives are often marginalized.

This method has three key objectives:
· to enable the recording and reflection of the problems and strengths of the community to which you belong;
· to promote the idea of visual dialogue on social issues;
· to increase awareness among decision-makers (authorities). 

Through images accompanied by short reflections, participants are invited to critically explore how justice is experienced, contested, or reconstructed in their local contexts.

Theme

Submissions should engage with the general theme of the conference:

“Reconstructing Justice in a Changing World”

Possible guiding questions include (but are not limited to):
· What does justice look like in your city or region?
· Where do you see injustice embedded in everyday spaces?
· How do institutions shape (or fail to shape) fair social relations?
· How do young people experience participation, exclusion, or empowerment?
· What does social transformation look like from your perspective?

We particularly welcome projects addressing:

· social inequality
· migration and borders
· environmental justice
· digital exclusion
· gender justice
· minority rights
· post-industrial transformation
· intergenerational justice

What is your task? 
At the first stage of the process, simply take photographs — don’t hold yourself back. Then select a group of 10 photos and reflect on whether they share a common thread. Ask yourself: “why did I take them?”. After some time has passed, choose three or more photographs. They may form a connected triptych, but they can also be three separate stories. For each photograph — or for the triptych — add a commentary. The description may take the form of a short text, a poem, or a “diary entry”.
The final outcome will be a workshop-exhibition of the selected photographs together with their accompanying texts.
If you have any doubts or reflections at any stage of the creative process, write them down. We will be able to discuss them during the workshop. You can also write to us beforehand.
Photographs  can be taken with a phone—the quality of the photos is not the most important thing (only important for printing), the most important thing is your message.

Applicants should submit:

3–6 original photographs (taken by the applicant)

A written reflection (800–1200 words) explaining. Helpful tips for the text, what should be taken into account:

· the context of the images
· the social problem addressed
· the connection to the concept of justice
· the broader normative or political implications

Submissions must be in English.

Selection and Scholarship

A selection committee composed of members of the CEE Forum organizing team will choose the strongest projects based on:

· conceptual clarity
· critical engagement with the idea of justice
· originality
· visual and analytical coherence

Selected students will:
· be invited to present their project during the Transform4Europe Student Photovoice Session at the CEE Forum,
· receive a conference participation scholarship covering travel and accommodation (details to be confirmed depending on funding framework),


Important Dates

Submission deadline: 30 April 2026
Notification of acceptance: 15 May 2026
Conference: 3–4 September 2026 | Katowice

Eligibility

This call is open exclusively to:

BA, MA, and PhD students

enrolled at universities belonging to the Transform4Europe Alliance, including:

· Vytautas Magnus University (Lithuania)
· Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski (Bulgaria)
· University of Trieste (Italy)
· University of Primorska (Slovenia)
· Saarland University (Germany)
· Jean Monnet University Saint-Étienne (France)
· University of Alicante (Spain)
· Universidade Católica Portuguesa (Portugal)


Applicants must indicate their university affiliation.

Why Participate?

This session offers:

· an opportunity to combine research, creativity, and social critique,
· visibility within an international academic forum,
· a platform to bring student perspectives into discussions on justice,
· the possibility of funded participation in a prestigious international conference.

Submission Procedure

Please submit your photos with descriptions as a single PDF. Additionally, send the photos themselves, without descriptions, to:
📩 ceeforum2026@us.edu.pl
Subject line: T4EU Photovoice Submission – Name – University
We strongly encourage students from across the Transform4Europe Alliance to engage with their local realities, reflect critically on justice, and share their perspectives with an international audience.
We look forward to seeing Europe through your lens
